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CJ. In a Pickle

Guided Reading Level: N
Lexile Level: 620

\

C.J. Morris cuts his hair. hoping that his om won'¢ notice. When she does.
he makes up lies to get out of this pickle. In the end, an elephant convinges

C.J. to tell the truth because if is the Tight thing to do. P
Objective 1

Students will accurately identify the theme or author’s message in a

qrade-level-appropriate fext. y

Author: Robert Bauer
Word Count: 250+

Genre: Fiction
Theme/Idea: honesty, telling the truth

During Reading..

Before Reading..

Asie studerits if they have ever t0d 2 lie to get out of
trouble.

Explzin that, this is sorething that mary people do.

Ask students i£ this is a good choice.

Btendthe cormection by having studerifs share a time
when they t0ld a Yie to get out of frouble. Age "When You
told this Yie. how did you feel? ”

Vocabuary

Behaviors fo motice and support:
Adypeed from Guzided Reading by Fountas & Prrell

[JReads silently except during Siuency assessment or o
demmonstrate text interpretation

[ Uses meaning structure. and visual cues to understand the
story and Sigure out new words.

[ Reads with high accuracy. Stency. and phasing
[] Demonstrates an understanding of the text after siient reading

iragingtion - the ability fo foym pictures ot ideas in Yout A‘IYZGI' Readmg..

Tind

truth - that which is frue

Pumishment - something that occurs fo decrease an
urdesivable behavior

proud - feeling very pleased with somethirg

Genre

Fiction is anJ kind of writing that is vof factual Fictioral
writing most offen takes the form of 3 story rmeart fo
cornvey an author's point of view or sirply fo erfertain

Discussthe phrase “In a Piclde”. Ask students what that means in
out story. Ask student why the author chose the title C.J. In 2 Piclde.

Within the Text (sttdent’s shoudd Je alle to site dhe actal toxt)
Asle “Uhat did the elephant say was hard about lying?”
Asle “Why did ynom say she was “so proud” of C.J2*

Beyond the Text

Have students discuss how C.J. changed in the story. Asle “Uhy do
you think he changed his mind and tdd the truth?’

Asle “Why do You thinle mom said, “Maybe we can stop by and get
some dill piclde ice creamm on ouT way home?”
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